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Friday 31st
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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT

Welcome to Maxwell Allan, who has joined the PE department on
a permanent basis. Staff shortages continue to be an issue
throughout the entire state of Victoria. Broadford Secondary
College is lucky to have relief staff employed for the term and
taking full allotments. These staff members prepare, teach, and
assess the classes they are allocated, just like a regular teacher.

All relief teachers are fully qualified and a welcome addition to our
team. We are also hosting several Pre-Service teachers as they
experience firsthand the joy of teaching.

Results are now in for the winners of the annual Cross Country
event. Congratulations once again to Piper House for winning this
event, followed by Hickey House, Fraser House and in last place
Ridley House. Good luck to those who now progress to the next
level.

Last week we celebrated our Education Support (ES) staff by
enjoying a staff morning tea. ES staff are the backbone to a well-
functioning school. All members play an important role at the
College and their work is highly valued.

Earlier this week all staff underwent a day of Professional
Development, learning about Developmental Rubrics. These are
an informative way for students to determine how to progress to
improve, regardless of their starting point and to receive feedback
in a constructive manner.

All staff will be slowly introducing Developmental Rubrics as part
of their planning and assessment processes, moving forward. Staff
also had the opportunity to learn more about how Al can be used
to enhance lessons and assessment tasks.

Principal: Ms Tania Pearson
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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT continued

ATTENDANCE

Regular communication regarding attendance will be distributed throughout the year to
parents and caregivers. While there are justifiable reasons for student absences due to
illness, attendance data indicates an increasing number of unjustified absences. This is a
major concern, as it is well publicised that attendance is directly correlated with student
academic success. If parents require support to address attendance concerns with their
child, please contact our school, as staff are available to assist.

What Parents Can Do:

¢ Discuss the importance of attending school every day and establish it as an expectation.
Regular attendance at school sets up good behaviours for regular attendance at work.

¢ Help your child maintain daily routines, such as completing homework and getting a good
night’s sleep. On average, teenagers need eight to nine hours of sleep to be healthy and
alert. Additionally, monitor their use of the internet, mobile phone, and TV at night to
ensure they are not staying up too late or being disturbed while sleeping.

¢ Avoid scheduling hair, dental, or medical appointments during school hours. Plan family
holidays during scheduled school holiday periods so that your child does not miss classes
and does not have to struggle to make up for lost time.

¢ Encourage your child to stay home only if they are genuinely unwell.

e If your child wants to stay home to finish an assignment, instead of allowing them to stay
home, expect them to attend school — make attendance the number one priority.

e Utilise assessment and course planners to help your teenager plan their study so they can
avoid working late the night before an assignment is due.

Tania Pearson

Respect - Responsibility - Organisation - Persi sten

Broadford Secondary College
Email: broadford.sc@education.vic.gov.au

www.broadfordsc.vic.edu.au | phone: (03) 5784 1200

Keep reading for info on our Japanese Sister School Visit in Term 3!
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CONVEYANCE ALLOWANCE

The conveyance allowance is a form of financial assistance to help families in rural and regional
Victoria with the cost of transporting their children to their nearest appropriate school/campus.
The conveyance allowance is available to eligible students travelling by public transport, private
car and private bus. The conveyance allowance is also available to eligible students whose
nearest school is not serviced by a free school bus.

Eligibility criteria:
The eligibility criteria varies depending on the type of school attended and where it is located.
Students attending a government or non-government school must:

. Attend their nearest government or non-government school/campus appropriate to their
year level at which admission is permissible

. be enrolled at a school/campus outside Melbourne’s metropolitan conveyance boundary
. reside 4.8km or more by the shortest practicable route from that school/campus attended
. be of school age (5 to 18 years old at time of application) and reside in Victoria.

Please follow the link:
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/PAL/conveyance-allowance-form-1-car-private-travel.docx

Closing Dates: Term 1 —08 March 2024
Term 2 —07 June 2024
Term 3 — 30 August 2024

Term 4 — 24 November 2024

CSEF APPLICATIONS

Camps, Sports and Excursion Fund (CSEF) is available to assist eligible families to cover the costs
of school trips, camps and sporting activities.

If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or are a temporary foster parent, you may be
eligible. The annual amount is $225 for secondary students. Eligibility date is 30th January 2024.

Parent Applications closing date is 28 June 2024. Contact the General Office or download a form
from:

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/PAL/CSEF-application-form.docx

Please phone the General office if you have any queries.


https://www.education.vic.gov.au/PAL/CSEF-application-form.docx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/PAL/CSEF-application-form.docx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/PAL/CSEF-application-form.docx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/PAL/CSEF-application-form.docx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/PAL/CSEF-application-form.docx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/PAL/CSEF-application-form.docx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/PAL/conveyance-allowance-form-1-car-private-travel.docx
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ATTENDANCE INFORMATION

If you require your student to depart school early, can you please provide a signed note for the
student to hand to their teacher, this will enable them to leave the classroom and make their

way to the General Office.

Parents are asked to collect their student from the General Office and sign them out via the
Compass Kiosk.

Can parents ensure that all attendance be updated before 12pm on the day of the student’s
absence. There are several ways to do this.

. Call the schools attendance line- 57841200 - extension 1.

. Call the general office- 57841200.

3 Log onto Compass and update attendance- on homepage find + add attendance note-
then add reason, date, and time.

. Email absences@broadfordsc.vic.edu.au or broadford.sc@education.vic.gov.au

o An unexplained absence message is sent to families at 12.45pm daily- follow the link to
add attendance note.

Late arrivals to school need to enter via the General Office and sign in on the Compass Kiosk

using their Compass Card, we also ask that you provide a written note to explain why the

student is late. Students who can’t use the Compass Kiosk are asked to speak to the

generaloffice staff and they will sign them in.

Notes and Medical Certificates can be handed to staff in the General Office.
Thank yeu.

Child safety and wellbeing at Broadford Secondary College:
information for families and the school community

The Victorian Government has announced new Child Safe Standards to further strengthen
child safety across organisations, including schools. The new standards recognise the critical
importance of families and the broader school community in maintaining and promoting child
safety and wellbeing.

Broadford Secondary College has reviewed and updated our child safety policies and
procedures to ensure they meet the requirements of the new standards. These are available
to view on our school’s website, via or at the school’s front office].

We are committed to continuous improvement in our approach to child safety and wellbeing
and welcome feedback from families and members of our school community on ways we can

further strengthen our child safety policies, procedures and practices.

If you have any suggestions, comments or questions, please contact the Principal, or one of
the Assistant Principals.


mailto:absences@broadfordsc.vic.edu.au
mailto:broadford.sc@education.vic.gov.au
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fccyp.vic.gov.au%2Fnews%2Fnew-child-safe-standards-start-in-victoria-on-1-july-2022-to-better-protect-children%2F&data=05%7C01%7CSharon.Sharpe%40education.vic.gov.au%7Ce812c08763564deaa0e908dbda
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JAPANESE SISTER SCHOOL VISIT TERM 3

(These are the students who visited in 2023 -
back at Katsuta High School)
We will have another group of 20 students from our

Japanese sister school coming to Broadford to visit our
community and experience student life at BSC.

7 If you are interested in meeting people from other cultures,
learning about life in Japan, trying out your communication
skills (English, Japanese, charades) — keep reading!

What does a sister school visit involve?

20 students and 2 staff from Katsuta will visit us for 4 nights. They arrive Saturday 27" July (around
3:00pm) and will depart 8:30am, Wednesday 31 August.
The students range from year 9 to year 11. They will stay with host families in our school community

for the 4 nights. They spend the weekend with the host family and come into school on Monday and
Tuesday to take part in activities with BSC students.
What does a host family have to do?

You need to be able to provide accommodation for a Japanese student for 4 nights.

Adults in the family will need to have a current Working with Children Check. | can assist anyone who
needs help with this.

We will have profiles of all the students, and will pass on any necessary information about the
Japanese students’ dietary needs (or just what they like or don’t like eating) as well as any necessary
medical information, hobbies and interests.

The students are here to practice their English. Though they may seem shy at first, they quickly
develop in confidence as they get to practice their conversation skills with you.

Google Translate is also very helpful.

You don’t need to plan activities and trips. They are here to experience life with an Australian family —

so your usual weekend activities are all fine. Supermarket shopping, weekend sports and activities at
home are all part of the experience.

Over the next few weeks | will be holding some lunch time meetings for students who would like to find
out more information about what is involved. Students and families are also welcome to email me at
school. If you have decided that you would be interested in hosting students this year, you can also

express your interest in the google form link below, so that we can get the process started.
https://forms.gle/wpGYHTJVSmD5k7Ph6

If you would like to find out more about offering to be a host family, please don’t hesitate to contact me at
school via phone (5784 1200) or email:

Stephanie.Paton@education.vic.gov.au
Thanks for your support of our Japanese program

Stephanie Paton
Japanese teacher


https://forms.gle/wpGYHTJVSmD5k7Ph6
mailto:Stephanie.Paton@education.vic.gov.au
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LIBRARY NEWS

Book Unveiling this term, Week 10
The library is busily getting ready for the Book Unveiling which

will occur in Week 10. 1t is an opportunity for students to

borrow new books before they go onto the shelves. Most of the
new books have been suggested by students, so if vou have
filled in a suggestion slip, make sure you sign up for the book

unveiling.

The book unveiling is an invitation only event, interested
students will be able to sign up at the library or receive a
Gold Ticket Invitation from their English teacher.
Advertising will begin soon, so keep an eye out for the
posters.

Reminder: eBooks are available.
The library has eBooks for students and staff to borrow 24,7, including weekends and

holidays.
lem To acrcess the eBooks, log into your Google account, open a new
n & a tab, click on the Google waffle icon, and scroll down the list of
- o apps until you get to the bottom list (Figure 1), then select the
.. ;.1—'?‘%._'_EP|EI1.‘|:D rm icon and log in with your Google account details. If
' the icon does not appear, open your Gmail, and then try again.

Figure I Googie Waffie

To find genres, go to the Browse tab and
choose which category you like to read.
Click on a book image to see if you are
interested in reading the book.

If you have any issues or guestions, speak to
one of the librarians.

See you in the library.
Ms. Slater
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SMILE
| SAQUAD

Smile Squad is the Victorian Government free school dental program. It
offers free dental care to all Victorian government primary and
secondary school students.

We want all students to get the most out of school.

Tooth decay can get in the way of learning. It can be painful and affect sleep and
concentration.

Smile Squad is here to help children and young adults keep their mouth healthy and
decay-free.

Regular checks help spot and treat any problems early.

You have the option of your child being seen either at school when our Examination
Truck visits, or you can bring your child into our clinic for one-on-one personal care.

Sign your child up for free dental care with Smile Squad at your school or to be seen
at your local public dental clinic contact (03) 5793 6126.

W dental health

\& y services victoria

Seymour Health

ORIA

State
Government

SKILLS

unrll £ (AMPIIS \ a0 soes

MOBILE CAMPUS COMES TO

KILMORE

11 -21June 2024
Open weekdays 10:00am - 4:00pm

16 Sydney St, Kilmore
(Carpark access via Patrick St)

i Victorian f
\é’gﬁf’?gs @SkillsAuthority z: , 9°t0 e

RTO 3094
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CURRICULUM CONTRIBUTIONS

Compass curriculum centributions are now available for payment on your compass app on

Your contributions are vital to the running of our school. They go towards providing the students
with up-to-date leaming materials, such as textbocks and interactive tools, and running
activities and programs that wouldn't be able to happen without those contributions. The
school try to keep the contributions as low as possible and is grateful for all support received.

Please continue to support the school as much as you can - it really does benefit the students.

To access Cummiculum Contributions for 2024 on mnh'an_E:
(=) Compass

() 5P Pooviograpiy

DYupiirs een fure ol Rl b oralm

11 Openyour Compass App and click on
the “More" option at bottom of the screen

o CoLige we haner dec died to povipore
o Wi bzl BB arall Medremdey 1051 Feb

2} Select“School Fees” tile on the screen B B
—— \ & &

- —— sl
Irvam———
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MOBILE PHONES

A reminder that the Department of Education has in place a mobile phone ban that
requires students who bring mobiles phones to school to have them switched off and
securely put away during school hours.

The department is requiring all schools to ensure this ban is in place and enforced from
the start of the 2024 school year.

The ban applies equally to all government schools right across the state.

This helps ensure that school is a learning environment free from unnecessary
distractions and disruptions.

By ensuring mobile phones are kept away at recess and lunch times, students can
interact with each other face-to-face, without the distractions and social pressures that
mobile phones can cause.

| ask for the support of all our families, staff, and students in continuing to support the
implementation of this policy in our school.

Further information

Exceptions: For a small number of students with particular health needs, an exception
to the policy may be granted. Please contact the relevant school manager or
coordinator if you would like to discuss this.

Emergencies: In the event of an emergency or if you need to immediately contact your
child, | ask that families contact the school office who will pass on a message as
required.

School mobile phone policy: A copy of our school’s local mobile phone policy, which
implements the government’s mobile policy in line with our local context, is available
here:

https://broadfordsc.vic.edu.au/our-school/#policies

Parent support: The Mobile phones in schools webpage provides links to resources for
families to help them balance their children’s time using mobile phones.

If you have further questions, please contact the General Office on 5784 1200.
Tania Pearson
Principal


https://broadfordsc.vic.edu.au/our-school/#policies
https://www.vic.gov.au/mobile-phones-schools#research
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