
 

 

 
 

SEPTEMBER 
 

Monday 2nd 
Annual Talent Show 

 
Ridley House Charity Day 

 
Tuesday 3rd 

Community Pride Awards 
 

Thursday 5th  
Southern Ranges Athletics 

 
Friday 6th  

Broadlands Stalls 
 

Monday 9th 
House Spelling Comp 

 
Tuesday 10th 

Yr 11 Legal Studies 
Excursion 

 
Yr 11 Road To Zero 

Excursion 
 

Friday 13th  
Broadlands Stalls 
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As mentioned in a Compass post last week, I am thrilled to 

announce the College will be receiving five module 10 

portables (2 storey portables, with a total of 4 rooms in each). 

Three of these portables will be in place ready for the 2025 

school year. The remaining two will arrive at a later date. 

These portables will replace what is currently known as B 

Blocks and the textiles portable. Textiles and Japanese will 

utilise one of the portables, whilst the other two will become a 

new Senior School. Senior School staff and the Year 12 Study 

room will be located in this area, along with a new toilet block 

designated just for Year 11 and 12 students. As our 

enrolment numbers continue to grow, in 2025 the school will 

be divided into three Sub-Schools, a Senior School (Years 11 

& 12), a Middle School (years 9 & 10) and a Junior School 

(years 7 & 8). 

Vandalism to our toilets continue to be an ongoing issue 

within the school, particularly in the girls’ toilets. This has left 

us with no choice but to keep the toilets locked during class 

time. The toilets are open and available during all breaks and 

are closely monitored by staff on yard duty. During class time, 

if students need to utilise the bathroom, they may use the 

toilet in the Administration building. If the line to this toilet 

becomes an issue, please see either Mrs Coppinger or 

myself, who will arrange an alternative. We don’t want any 

student to be put in an uncomfortable situation.  

Last week was book week, which saw many activities 

available to students each day, including staff robots, Author 

in the Library and a dress as your favourite book character 

day. Thanks to the library staff for making this such a fun and 

interactive week and for Glenden Hickson for sharing the 

start of his new novel with staff and students. 

Congratulations to all students who competed in the Round 

Robin sports. Not all go onto the next level of competition, but 

all displayed great sportsmanship, represented the College 

proudly and had a great time. Good luck to those going on to 

compete in the next round. 

Continue reading on page 2…. 



 

 

 

On Friday 16th August, all schools within the Goulburn Network came together for a 

Common Curriculum Day where we could share resources and undertake some fantastic 

Professional Development. Several students in the senior VCEVM class catered morning 

tea and lunch for over 700 staff from 20 schools within our network. Thank you to Deb 

Boyd, Stacey Wate, Goodness Nidkeh, Belinda Collins, Keenan Gorski, Tanya Fraser and 

Melissa Hartle for supporting this project. 

 

Tania Pearson 

Principal 

 

BOOK WEEK DRESS UP 

FATHERS  

DAY 

BREAKFAST 
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Another year of Production has passed with many rehearsals, costumes, and singings sessions. 
Each year it has been amazing watching the confidence grow in each of these actors, many of 
them have tried new things this year. This year we also send off three seniors who have been 
regulars on our stage Michaela, Liam, and Caiden good luck with your next chapter. Our creative 
crew out did themselves this year and we are looking forward to getting bigger and brighter next 
year. Finding Nemo Jr would also have been hard to put on without our amazing Backstage crew 
and Tech crew. Our amazing actors who put themselves in the spotlight and take the time to learn 
the songs and lines, thank you! Our little program will ever be grateful for the support we receive 
so a huge thank you to the VCE:VM crew lead by Deb Boyd and Stacey Wate for their amazing 
catering on opening night, Jeff and Andrew thank you for your continuous support, the ESDI team 
and staff for their help manning the front door and supporting us out the back. A final thankyou to 
Erin Burton for your ongoing support and sharing your amazing skills!  
Looking forward to seeing what 2025 will bring! 
Lisa Reed 

PRODUCTION  

2024 
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Lego build challenge with no 
instructions.                            

STEM Punk Innovation Program 
 

On August 20, 18 Year 8 students enjoyed taking part in an all-day STEM program in 

the school hall. The facilitators from STEM Punks were accompanied by an engineer 

associated with the Inland Rail Project. There was a focus on the new bridges that will 

need to be built here in Broadford to accommodate the increased height and load of 

the freight trains passing along the line from Melbourne to Brisbane. The facilitators 

were impressed with the ideas and determination of our students, in both the actual 

and virtual building challenges. The students also learned about various related 

careers that they could pursue. Please see some photos below: 

Using code to program a sensor board 
to detect various input (eg. temp, 
sound, CO2)  

Building a train station environment using 

Minecraft Education. 

 

Mrs Campbell 



 

 



 

 

What is happening in Year 11 HHD? 

In Unit 2 Health and Human Development, students have been 
exploring the concepts of infant development and roles and 
responsibilities of being a parent. Students had the opportunity 
to take responsibility for the care of a virtual parenting doll that 
stimulates the needs and demands of a real baby. The students 
reflected on their experience, and I will share with you some of 
their thoughts. 

 What did you find most challenging about looking 
after a virtual baby? 

“I'd say the hardest thing was trying to get the tag to work, or 
the bottle to stay in her mouth. I knew it would be difficult, but I 
think that with it being a robot baby there were no cute little moments that you might 
experience with a real baby. I had a little bit of knowledge already since I have younger siblings, 
but it's different when a baby is your sole responsibility– I lost a lot of my patience and with 
that, my compassion.” Izabella 

“Trying to understand whether she needed to be burped or rocked. She can’t exactly tell me so 
I’d just rock her in the burping position - it was bound to figure itself out. Also, tending to her 
needs when I’m trying to prepare for a sac. All I wanted was a bit of quiet time so I could fully 
focus and get some work done, but no, she’s a dramatic needy thing she is. At times I’d have to 
balance her in my lap with her bottle propped up against one of my legs, just so I could get 
some work done.” Gwen 

“Having to wake up quite a few hours during the night and not having a lot of sleep to go to 
school the next day.” 

 What are some of the major responsibilities and considerations of being a 
parent? “Being a parent does not mean that children come 

along with you to do everything; unfortunately you have to 
work around them (I learnt this the hard way). I thought 
parenting can be easy when you know what to do, but I was 
quite quickly humbled. I wasn't too bothered by a lack of 
sleep, but I did notice a difference. It is definitely helpful to 
consider who might be around to help; having some help let 
me maintain some level of sanity. Although support is good, 
it's important to know that sometimes you won't have help, 
and balancing my personal needs with the baby's needs was 
not something I thought about beforehand.” Izabella 

“From what I experienced - Being willing to sacrifice your 
time to feed them for what seems like 10 years. Waking up to 
croaking and crying, and trying not to be in a bad mood. It 
gave me a real reality check, trying to not project my 
negativity onto my child. Take note, parents.” Gwen 



 

 

School Saving Bonus  

About the School Saving Bonus  

The Victorian Government is making life that little bit easier for families by providing a one-off $400 
School Saving Bonus. 

This support will help cover the cost of school uniforms, textbooks, and school activities like camps, 
excursions and sports. 

The School Saving Bonus is in addition to existing and continuing means-tested supports for Camps, 
Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) and the Affordable School Uniforms Program. 

The School Saving Bonus will be provided to schools and families in Term 4, 2024.  

Who receives the School Saving Bonus  

The School Saving Bonus is available for parents and carers of all Victorian government school 
students from Prep to Year 12 in 2025, except for full-fee international students, home schooled 
students, TAFE students and students attending kindergarten in 2025.   
Actions for parents and carers  

Parents and carers of children who meet the School Saving Bonus eligibility above are required to do 
the following by Friday 18 October 2024: 

Complete enrolment  

If your child, or children are changing government school for Term 1 2025, or starting Prep or 
Year 7 in 2025, please complete enrolment. For more information, read about 

 Enrolling in School.    

Check your contact information  

Ensure your contact information is up to date with your school. You can check this information by 
contacting your school directly.   

Accessing the $400 School Saving Bonus 
You do not need to apply for the School Saving Bonus. 

The Department of Education will email you in November 2024 with your $400 School Saving Bonus. 
You will be able to access it via an online system.  

You can decide how to best use the School Saving Bonus for your family's needs.  

You can choose how to allocate the $400 in the online system. 

The bonus can be used towards 2025 school costs, which may include:   

camps, trips, excursions and incursions   
swimming and sporting programs   
outdoor education programs   
graduations 
school uniforms 
textbooks.    

The bonus can be used at your school’s approved textbook or uniform suppliers either in-store or 
online, or through State Schools’ Relief. The list of suppliers may include a school uniform or 
bookshop. Any amount that you choose to allocate to textbooks and uniforms will be valid until 30 
June 2025. It will then transfer to your child’s school account for future activities.  

Funds will roll over for use in future years if it is not all spent in 2025. 

Families with more than one eligible child  

Families who have more than one child at the same school can combine their School Saving Bonus 
payments to use on one child, or for a specific activity. So, for example, a family with 3 children who 
are all government school students would receive support to the value of $1,200 and choose how 
they spend those funds. The School Saving Bonus cannot be combined across different schools.  

 

More information  

To learn more about the School Saving Bonus visit vic.gov.au/school-saving-bonus. Translated 
information will also be available on the School Saving Bonus website in the next few weeks.   

 

 

Information for government school parents and carers  

https://www.vic.gov.au/how-choose-school-and-enrol
https://www.vic.gov.au/school-saving-bonus


 

 

Highlights from Book Week 2024 

Last week we celebrated Book Week with daily activities in the library, concluding 

with a well patronised book costume dress-up day. Thank you to all the students 

and staff who participated in the activities, you made the week very enjoyable! 

Our human robots in the library (Ms. Boyd and Ms. Burton) provided challenging 

coding activities for the students which required clear and thoughtful 

instructions.  

Students used Spotify on their devices to listen to song lyrics and create 

poems from the lyrics with the help of Mr Tankey. 



 

 

Mr Hickson read from his impending new book and held an enthralled crowd 

until he ended his story on a cliff hanger. 
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VET NEWS 

 

Smoking and Vaping 

 

Parents, carers, schools, and community all play an important role in protecting children and 

young people from, and educating them about, the harmful effects of smoking and vaping. 

Research from the Royal Children’s Hospital shows many parents and carers are not aware 

of the harmful effects or how their views about smoking and vaping can impact the 

likelihood of a young person taking up smoking or vaping. 

The Department of Education has developed resources to help you learn more about the 

health risks of smoking and vaping. The resources include advice about how to talk to 

children and young people about vaping, and where to get support. To access the resources, 

go to 
https://www.vic.gov.au/smoking-and-vaping-advice-parents 

 

You can also view this video on smoking and vaping from experts at the Royal Children’s 

Hospital Melbourne for health advice and tips for starting a conversation with young people. 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.vic.gov.au%2Fsmoking-and-vaping-advice-parents&data=05%7C02%7CNarelle.Milner%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cfcec73fca0674bcc523908dcc8ac9735%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638605891


 

 

 

 

 

If you require your student to depart school early, can you please provide a signed note 
for the student to hand to their teacher, this will enable them to leave the classroom and 
make their way to the General Office. 

 

Can parents ensure that all attendance is updated before 12pm on the day of the 
student’s absence.  There are several ways to do this. 

 

• Call the schools attendance line- 57841200 – extension 1. 
• Call the general office- 57841200. 
• Log onto Compass and update attendance- on homepage find + add attendance 

note-then add reason, date, and time.  
• Email  absences@broadfordsc.vic.edu.au or broadford.sc@education.vic.gov.au 
• An unexplained absence message is sent to families at 12.45pm daily- follow the 

link to add attendance note.  

Late arrivals to school need to enter via the General Office and sign in on the Compass 
Kiosk using their Compass Card, we also ask that you provide a written note to explain 
why the student is late. Students who can’t use the Compass Kiosk are asked to speak 
to the general office staff and they will sign them in.  

Notes and Medical Certificates can be handed to staff in the General Office.  

Thank you. 
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The conveyance allowance is a form of financial assistance to help families in rural and 
regional Victoria with the cost of transporting their children to their nearest appropriate 
school/campus.  The conveyance allowance is available to eligible students travelling by 
public transport, private car and private bus.  The conveyance allowance is also available to 
eligible students whose nearest school is not serviced by a free school bus. 

 

Eligibility criteria: 

The eligibility criteria varies depending on the type of school attended and where it is located.  

Students attending a government or non-government school must: 

• Attend their nearest government or non-government school/campus appropriate to their 
year level at which admission is permissible 

• be enrolled at a school/campus outside Melbourne’s metropolitan conveyance 
boundary 

• reside 4.8km or more by the shortest practicable route from that school/campus 
attended 

• be of school age (5 to 18 years old at time of application) and reside in Victoria. 

 

Please follow the link:  
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/PAL/conveyance-allowance-form-1-car-private-travel.docx 

 

Closing Dates:    
       

     Term 3 – 30 August 2024            Term 4 – 24 November 2024 

  CONVEYANCE ALLOWANCE 

  ATTENDANCE INFORMATION 

mailto:absences@broadfordsc.vic.edu.au
mailto:broadford.sc@education.vic.gov.au
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/PAL/conveyance-allowance-form-1-car-private-travel.docx
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